INTRODUCTION
For almost 100 years, the USGS (U.S. Geological Survey) has served Federal, State, and local governments and the public by collecting, analyzing, and publishing detailed information about the Nation's mineral, land, and water resources. This information is released in a variety of map, book, and other formats and is available for free distribution or for sale from sources both within and outside the USGS. This guide has been prepared to assist in obtaining these information products and to aid in locating both· general and specific unpublished information within the USGS.
The Guide consists of three parts:
1. A description of the offices from which information is available-information about publications, about where publications can be obtained, and about specific or specialized subjects. This section includes sources for general information within the USGS, for information on specialized subjects within the USGS, for information about USGS publications both within and outside the USGS, and for information on highly specialized USGS reports and other products. Also included are USGS libraries and other libraries in which USGS publications can be consulted. Some of the offices in this section are sources for information only, and some are sources both for information and for USGS maps, reports, and other information products. In ordering books, give the series designation and number, such as U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin 738, and the full title of the book. For maps, give the name or series designation and number, such as Fairfax, Va., 7 1/2-minute topographic quadrangle, or U.S. Geological Survey Geologic Quadrangle Map GQ-851. Names and series of topographic maps can be determined from the indexes to topographic maps that are prepared for each State. The series designations and numbers of all maps other than topographic maps and the series numbers and titles of boo·k reports can be found in the various catalogs of Geological Survey publications, cited in "List of Geological Survey Products and Sources Where They May Be Obtained." With your order, include your full name, address, and zip code, plainly printed.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR PURCHASING BOOKS AND MAPS BY MAIL
Prepayment is required for both books and maps. Prices are given in the monthly issue of "New Publications of the Geological Survey" in which the report or map is announced. Prices listed include the cost of domestic surface transportation. For mailing outside the United States, except to Canada and Mexico, an additional 25 percent of the cost of the order should be added to cover surface transportation. These prices are subject to change, but you will be notified if such a change affects your order. Payment by check or money order only is acceptable, made payable to the U.S. Geological Survey. If you do not know the cost of a particular publication, a price quotation can be requested from Branch of Distribution in Arlington, Va.
Discounts are available on quantity orders of both books and maps. On orders of 100 copies or more of the same book sent to the same address, a 25-percent discount is given. On an order of maps and charts amounting to $300 or more at the list price, a 30-percent discount will apply. Current costs of subscriptions are listed inside the front cover of each issue of these periodicals. Check or money order should be made payable to the Superintendent of Documents.
Catalogs and periodicals-If
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION
[If an office described in this section is a source of information only, the address and telephone numbers are given along with the description. If, however, the office also is a source of USGS information products, the address and telephone numbers are in the list of sources O·f USGS products] 
GENERAL INFORMATION
Questions related to all aspects of geology can be directed to GIG (Geologic Inquiries Group). This office answers questions on topics such as earthquakes, energy, the geology of specific areas, and geologic maps and mapping. Information on geologic map indexes and a limited number of copies of those that are free are also available from GIG. Both written and telephone requests are handled by this office. Questions that cannot be answered are referred to the appropriate information source within the USGS. (See GIG in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
WATER INFORMATION GROUP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
General questions related to water resources should be directed to WIG (Water Information Group). This office will also answer inquiries about the availability of reports of water resources investigations: 
The Staff Assistant for Information in the Conservation Division can provide general information pertaining to the following subjects: (1) classification of public lands as to their mineral character and their value for waterpower and water-storage purposes; (2) evaluation of mineral tracts that are subject to competitive leasing; and (3) supervision and regulation of operations associated with the exploration, development, and production of minerals on Federal, Indian, and Outer Continental Shelf lands under lease, license, and prospecting permits, including the collection of royalties and certain rentals which result from those operations. Requests for special information will be referred to appropriate personnel. 
LAND INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS O F F I C E ---------
The Publications Section of the Land Information and Analysis Office will answer general questions about the Survey's multidisciplinary environmental studies and the Department of the Interior's interagency environmental studies. These studies are designed to translate earth-science information into formats and language suitable for use by land and resource planners and decisionmakers and the public. Included are environmental impact studies and studies on geologic hazards, land use and land cover, applications of remote sensing to the earth sciences, and application of earth-science data to land resource planning and management. Requests for more specific information will be directed to either the appropriate program chief or the experts doing the work. 
INFORMATION ON SPECIALIZED SUBJECTS NATIONAL CARTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION CENTER ----------
The NCIC (National Cartographic Information Center) operates a national information service for U.S. cartographic data. NCIC organizes and distributes descriptions of maps and charts, aerial and satellite photographs, satellite imagery, map data in digital form, and geodetic control data. NCIC also provides ordering assistance for aerial and satellite products available from EDC (EROS Data Center), and gathers information about aerial photograph and mapping projects planned by Federal agencies.
Information can be requested from any of NCIC's regional offices or from State affiliates. For the addresses of State affiliates, contact the nearest NCIC regional office. (See NCIC in the list of sources for addresses and telephone numbers.) NATIONAL WATER DATA EXCHANGE {NAWDEX) --------NAWDEX (National Water Data Exchange) is a computerized data system that can identify sources of water data and that indexes the types of water data these sources collect. The primary purpose of the system is to facilitate the exchange of data between the organizations that gather water data and the organizations that need the data. A variety of services are provided by the NAWDEX Program Office and Local Assistance Centers:
Identification of sources of water data.-Organizations that collect water data, spe~ific locations within the organizations that provide the data, alternate sources for the data, the geographic area in which the organization works, and the types of data collected and available.
Identification of sites at which water data are being collected.-Location of the site, the organization using the site, the types of data available, the parameters for which data are available, the frequency of measurement of these parameters, and the media in which the data are stored.
Data search assistance.-Assistance to users of water data in locating and procuring data that meet their specific criteria and are in the geographic area of interest.
Charges for services depend on the type of service requested and the organization fulfilling the request. 
NATIONAL WATER DATA STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEM (WATSTORE>---------------------------------------
Access to all types of water data is through WATSTORE {National Water Data Storage and Retrieval System). Data are grouped and stored on the basis of common characteristics and data-collection frequencies. At present, these data are organized into five files: {1) Station Header File-an index file for the over 160,000 sites for which data are stored; {2) Daily Values File-over 160 million water-data parameters recorded daily, including data for ground-water levels, reservoir contents, river stages, sediment concentrations and discharges, specific conductance, streamflow, and water temperatures; {3) Peak Flow File-390,000 entries related to annual maximum streamflow and gage-height values at surface-water sites; {4) Water Quality File-1,250,000 analyses of biological, chemical, physical, and radiochemical characteristics of 200 different constituents in surface and ground waters; and (5) Ground-Water Site Inventory File-independent but cross-referenced to Daily Values and Water Quality Files; data on geohydrologic characteristics, one-time field measurements such as water temperature, site location and identification, and well-construction history for wells, springs, and other sources of ground water.
All types of water data can be retrieved through the central computer facilities in Reston, Va., from a number of localities nationwide. The requestor is charged a minimal fee plus the actual computer cost incurred in retrieving the data. Cost estimates and information about the availability and acquisition of specific types of data can be obtained from Water Resources Division district offices and from the Chief Hydrologist:
Chief Hydrologist U.S. Geological Survey 437 National Center Reston, VA 22092 (707) 860-6879 FTS 928-6879
EROS DATA CENTER --------------------
The EROS Data Center is operated by the USGS as part of the Department of the Interior's Earth Resources Observation Systems program. The center provides access primarily to multispectral imagery of the Earth from Landsat satellites, acquired by NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration); aerial photographs acquired by the Department of the Interior; and photographs and imagery acquired by NASA from research aircraft and Skylab, Apollo, and Gemini spacecraft. The primary functions of the center are data storage, retrieval, and reproduction and user assistance and training. (See EDC in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
An EROS Program I ibrary, the Don Lee Kulow Memorial Library, is also located at the center. (See LIB in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
The EROS Data Center operates Applications Assistance Facilities that maintain microfilm copies of data archived at the center and that provide computer-terminal inquiry and order capability to the central computer complex at the center. Scientists are also on hand to provide training and assistance in the application of the data to a variety of resource and environmental problems and in ordering data from the center. (See EROS-AA in the list of sources for addresses and telephone numbers.) EROS Data References Files have been established throughout the United States to maintain microfilm copies of the data available from the EROS Data Center and to provide assistance to visitors in reviewing and ordering data. (See EROS-DR in the list of sources for the addresses and telephone numbers.)
NATIONAL EARTHQUAKE INFORMATION SERVICE -------
The NElS (National Earthquake Information Service) was established to compute and p·ubl ish epicenter locations for earthquakes worldwide and to provide general information pertaining to the geographic location, magnitude, and intensity of current earthquakes. 
GENERAL INFORMATION RELATED TO PUBLICATIONS USGS BRANCH OF DISTRIBUTION
The three regional centers of the USGS Branch of Distribution are the primary sources for maps published by the USGS; and the Eastern Region center, as an agent of the Government Printing Office, is the primary source for all USGS books. To order maps, write to the appropriate center as explained below; for books, write to the Eastern Region center.
Branch of Distribution, Eastern Region
The Eastern Region center distributes maps of areas east of the Mississippi River including Minnesota, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. This office also sells all USGS books and distributes free materials-refer to the section entitled "General Instructions for Purchasing Books and Maps by Mail." (See DIST-ER in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
Branch of Distribution, Central Region
The Central Region center sells maps of areas west of the Mississippi River including Alaska, Hawaii, Louisiana, Guam, and American Samoa. This office also distributes Geodetic Control Diagrams for the entire United States and River Survey Maps. (See DIST-CR in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
Branch of Distribution, Western Region
The Distribution Section in Fairbanks sells maps of Alaska. (See DIST-W in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
USGS OPEN-FILE SERVICES SECTION
A new national Open-File Services facility began operations on October 1, 1977. This is primarily a mail-order facility, and both microfiche and paper copies of selected open-file reports are available at cost. The price of each open-file report is included when the report is announced in "New Publications of the Geological Survey." Reports requiring special reproduction techniques may be available only from certain depositories; in these cases, the source will be indicated in the announcement. Prepayment is required and should be made payable to the U.S. Geological Survey. NCIC-E distributes topographic map reproducibles, advance copies of topographic maps in progress, and geodetic control lists.
NCIC-M sells, but only over the counter, USGS topographic maps of North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, as well as topographic map reproducibles, advance copies of topographic maps in progress, and geodetic control lists for these same States.
NCIC-R distributes topographic map reproducibles, advance prints of topographic maps in progress, a-nd geodetic control lists.
NCIC-W sells, but only over the counter, USGS topographic maps of Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona, Nevada, and Idaho, as well as topographic map reproducibles, advance prints of topographic maps in progress, and geodetic control lists for these same States.
NCIC-NSTL handles orders to the EROS Data Center, distributes selected USGS cartographic products, and serves as a source of information on the cartographic products of other agencies.
GENERAL INFORMATION
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE Superintendent of Documents
All USGS books in print, except circulars, and subscriptions to periodicals can be purchased by mail. (See GPO in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.) Bookstores GPO (U.S. Government Printing Office) bookstores sell, over the counter, selected USGS books, including popular publications (nontechnical), publications of general national interest, and publications dealing with a particular geographical location.
Thrcugh the use of microfiche readers, bookstore personnel can help customers determine the information they need to order desired publications from the main bookstore in Washington New experimental indexes to topographic maps, now being prepared, will not list map dealers. They will be listed instead in a catalog of published rraps (by States), one catalog for each State, which will accompany the index. 
GENERAL INFORMATION 13
SPECIALIZED REPORTS AND OTHER PRODUCTS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP INDEXES --------------
TEACHERS' PACKETS
Packets of teaching ai.ds, which vary according to purpose and grade level, are available from GIG (Geologic Inquiries Group) and from NCIC (National Cartographic Information Center). These packets include lists of reference rr.aterials, various maps and map indexes, and a selection of nontechnical publications. GIG has compiled two packets: one, ~~selected Packet of Geologic Teaching Aids," is available to elementary-school teachers and to secondary-school teachers of courses in environmental education, general science, geography, oceanography, and social studies; the other, "Teacher's Packet of Geologic Materials," is intended for secondary-school and college teachers of earth-science courses. NCIC compiles specialized packets emphasizing topographic mapping on the basis of an individual teacher's request, so specific details about the needs and (or) interests of a particular class are helpful. To obtain a teacher's packet, send your request on school letterhead to GIG or NCIC and indicate the grade level and subject that you teach. (See GIG and NCIC in the list of sources for addresses and telephone numbers.)
MOTION P I C T U R E S -----------------
Earth-science-related motion-picture films are available on a free-loan, short-term (2-to 3-day) basis to educational institutions, professional and scientific societies, civic and industrial groups, and other established organizations. (See VISU in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.)
EXHIBIT PANELS AND OTHER MATERIALS
Exhibit panels illustrating recent work in conservation, geology, topography, and water resources can be obtained for professional meetings, technical conventions, and similar gatherings. Master lists of charts and posters are· available from the Branch of Exhibits in Reston, Va.; Denver, Colo.; and Menlo Park, Calif.; and selected items can occasionally be reproduced at cost. For information related to materials that may be available for a particular meeting, one of the regional offices should be contacted. (See EXHIB in the list of sources for addresses and telephone numbers.)
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LIBRARIES USGS LIBRARY SYSTEM ---------------
The USGS Library is one of the largest earth-science library systems in the world. The main library is in Reston, Va.; and three branch libraries are located in Denver, Colo.; Menlo Park, Calif.; and Flagstaff, Ariz. The branch libraries usually do not have complete collections, but interlibrary loans can be arranged. These libraries .contain bound and unbound monographs; serials and Government publications; pamphlets and reprints; maps; field-record notebooks and manuscripts; album, prints, transparencies, lantern slides, and negatives; and doctoral dissertations on microfilm and report literature on microfiche.
Although the collection is devoted to all aspects of the geosciences, major holdings are concentrated in the fields of geology, paleontology, petrology, mineralogy, geochemistry, geophysics, ground and surface water, topography, cartography, and mineral resources, augmented by important holdings in physics, chemistry, and zoology. A significant number of books and periodicals reflect the present interest of the USGS in the environment, Earth satellites and remote sensing, geothermal energy, marine geology, land use, lunar geology, and the conservation of resources. 
USGS PHOTOGRAPHIC LIBRARY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
The Photographic Library of the USGS contains a special collection of approximately 200,000 photographs of subjects taken during geologic studies of the United States and its Territories from 1869 to the present. Of these photographs, approximately 190,000 are black and white, and most of the rest are color transparencies.
The Photographic Library may be used by the public as well as by personnel of other Government agencies. Persons who wish to obtain prints, copy negatives, duplicate transparencies, and enlargements from the collection are encouraged to visit the library to make their selections. The staff will prepare lists of selected photographs in response to specific requests. Photographs are indexed by subject and by geographic location.
(See PHOTO-L in the list of sources for the address and telephone numbers.) Every Government publication cannot be consulted at all depository libraries, however. Designated regional depositories are required to receive and retain one copy of all Government publications made available to depository libraries either in printed or microfacsimile form. All other libraries are allowed to select the classes of publications best suited to the interests of their clientele.
DEPOSITORY LIBRARIES OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
Forty-four regional depository libraries are located in major university and city libraries throughout the United States. The complete list of GPO depository libraries is found annually in the September issue of "Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications;" it is also available from the Superintendent of Documents in Washington, D.C.
Information regarding the locations of the GPO depository libraries is also available from the PIO's.
MAP REFERENCE LIBRARIES --------------
Certain libraries throughout the 50 States have agreed to maintain collections of USGS maps and make them available for reference. The map reference libraries for each State are listed on the back of the Index of Topographic Maps for the State; their addresses are also available from NCIC and the PIO's.
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List of USGS Products and Sour~es Where They May Be Obtained 
INFORMATION PRODUCTS AND SOURCES
List of USGS Products and Sources Where They May Be Obtained-Continued
